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1.4 Sustainability, Resources, Natural Capital, & EIAs Review Guide
1. What is natural capital? Provide an example

2. Define the three ways natural capital has value to humans. Provide an example of each. 


i.



example:


ii.



example:

iii.



example:

3. What is natural income? Provide an example.

4. Define the following types of Natural Capital. Provide two examples of each type.
1. RENEWABLE: 



Example 1:



Example 2: 

2. REPLENISHABLE: 



Example 1:



Example 2: 

3. NON-RENEWABLE



Example 1:



Example 2: 
5. What is meant by resources are dynamic? Give an example of this progression.

6. What does it mean to live sustainably?
7. Define sustainability in terms of natural capital and natural income.

8. How does the Brundtland Report define sustainable development?
9. Read the statement below.  

Some economists may view sustainable development as a stable annual return on investment regardless of the environmental impact…whereas some environmentalists may view it as a stable return without environmental degradation

Based on the debate between the economist approach versus the environmentalist approach, where do you stand on this controversial issue?

10. How can we quantify values such as aesthetic value, which are inherently qualitative?
11. Are there cultural differences in attitudes in the management of natural capital? If so, explain what causes these.

12. As resources become scarce, we have to make decisions about whether to use them. To what extent should potential damage to the environment limit our pursuit of knowledge?

13. What was the Rio Earth Summit?
14. Summarize the five major agreements of the Rio Earth Summit. 

15. Explain the goal and the purpose of an EIA. Also list the strengths and limitations of these assessments. 

