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Internal assessment

Discussion and evaluation (DEV) (6)
This criterion assesses the extent to which the student discusses the conclusion in the context of the
environmental isue, and carries out an evaluation of the investigation.

Achievement | Descriptor
Tevel

o “The student’s report does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors
given below.

The student’sreport

- deseribes how some aspectsof the conlusion are elated to the
environmental issue

- identifies some strengths and weaknesses and imitations of the method

- suggests superfcal modifcations and/or further areas of esearch

The student’sreport

- evaluates the conclusion in the context of the environmental ssue but there
areomissions

describes some strengths, weaknesses and limitations withi the method
used

- suggests modifications and further areas of research,
The student’sreport
‘evaluates the conclusion inthe context of the environmentsl issue
discusses strengths, weaknesses and limitations within the method used

suggests modifications addressing one or more significant weaknesses ith
large effect and further reas of research.
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Internal assessment

Applications (APP) (3)

This criteion assesses the extent to which the student dentifes and evaluates one way t0 apply the
outcomesof the investgation i elaion o the broader environmenl ssue that was identfied at the sart
ofthe project

Achievement | Descriptor
Tevel

o “The student’s report does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors
given below.

The student’sreport

~ states one potential application and/or solution to the environmentalssue
that has been discussed i the context

- deseribes some strengths, weaknesses and limitations of this solution.

The studentsreport

~ deseribes one potentil application and/or solution o the environmental
Issuethat has been discussed in the context based on the indings of the
Study, but the justfcation is weak or mising
‘evaluates some relevant strengths, weaknesses and limitations of this
Solution.

The studentsreport

~ justifis one potential application and/or slution to the environmental issue
that has been discussed in the context,based on the findings of the study

- evaluates relevant srengths, weaknesses and imitations o tissolution.
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Communication (COM) (3)

This criterion assesses whether the report has been presented in a way that supports effective
communication interms of structure, coherence and clarity. The focus, process and outcomes o the report
areall wellpresented.

Achievement | Descriptor
Tevel

o The student’s report does not reach a standard described by any of the
desciptors given below:
The investigation haslimited sructure and organization.

The report makes limited use of appropriate terminology and it is not

The presentation of the report limis the reader’s understanding.
The report has structure and organization but tis i not sustained
throughout the report

The report either makes use of appropriae terminology or is onise.
The report is mainly logical and coherent, bt s difficultto follow n parts.

The reportis well structured and well rganized.

The report makes consistent use of appropriate terminology and s

The reportis logical and coherent.

Please note that while the report would be expected to be correctly referenced, students will ot be.
penalized under this citerion for a lack of bibliography or other means of citaion. It s likely that such an
omission would b treated under the I8 Diploma Programme academic honesty policy.
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Identifying the context (CXT) (6)

Thisciterion assesses the extent to which the student stablishes and explores an envionmentsl ssue
either local o global)for an investigation and develops this to state a relevant and focused research
question

Achievement | Descriptor
Tevel

o The student’s report does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors
given below.

The student’sreport

- statesa research question, but there s alack of focus
- outlinesan environmenta ssue (either localor global) that s inked to the
research question

Hists connections between the environmentl issue eitherlocal or global)
‘and the research question but there are sigificant omisions.

The student’sreport

- statesarelevant research question

- outlinesan environmental ssue (ither localor global that provides the
context to the research question
describes connections between the environmentalissue (either localor
‘global) and the research question, but there are omisions.

The student’sreport

states a reevant, coherent and focused research question
discusses a relevant environmentalssue (ither localor global) that provides
the context or the research question

‘explains the connections between the environmental sue (eitherlocalor
‘global) and the research question.
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Exemplars to further assist teachers are presented in the Environmental systems and socitiesteacher
support material

Internal assessment criteria

Forinternal assessment, the following assessment citeria will be used.

Indentifying | Planning | Results, | Discussion | Applications | Communication
thecontext | (PLA) | analysis and (aPP) (com)
(cxm) and | evaluation
conclusion | (DEV)
(RAC)

6 6 6 6 3 3 30

(20%) 20%) (20%) (20%) (10%) (10%) (100%)
Levels of performance are described using multiple indicators per level. In many cases the indicators
occur together in a specific level, but not always. Also, not all indicators are always present. This means
that a candidate can demonstrate performances that fit into different levels. To accommodate this, the.
18 assessment models use markbands and advise examiners and teachers to use  best-fit approach in
deciding the appropriate mark for a particular citerion.

Teachers should read the guidance on using markbands shown above in the section called “Using
assessment crteria for internal assessment” before starting to mark. It s also essential to be fully acquainted
with the marking of the exemplars in the teacher support material. The precise meaning of the command
terms used in the criteria can be found in the glossary of this subect guide.





image3.png
W Rapict x [ Power x Pan 41 x Weebl, X MYPE X Thume X\  Online x /[ @

€& > C | @ httpsy//xmitwo.bo.org/publications/DP/Groupé/d_4_ecoso_gui_1505_1/fles/d 4_ecoso_gui 1505 3_epdf Q¥
\pps WA PowerSchoool [] Email Office 365 (W) Shefferly E5S [ ESS Support & EnviroHome IBESS 4 Angic’s ESSWiki & I8 ESS DOCUMENTS »

d_4_ecoso_gui_1505_3 e, 114 /126

Planning (PLA) (6)

T oo s the xtent 0 whic th st i dveloped pgrcprt methods o gather dta
hatiselevant o th eesrch question. This it coud e primary o scondary, bt o cuanttave,
v may e techiqos ssocied with bt expermetal o ol scence methods f nqury: Threls
n ssesmentf sfety,eovkonmentsl and ethicl conseratons wher splcble

o The student's report does not reach  standard described by any of the
descptors given below.
The studentsepart

designs e tht s napropriatebecaus il not o forhe
colection of elevant dta

utlines the choic of smpling sategy bt withsomeerosand omisions
st scme ks aneehical considerations e appcble.

Thestudentsrepart
designs s epeatable” method spproprstef the reseach queston butthe
method doss not o forth olction of uficenteevant dta
describes the choce of sampling stegy
outlines the ik ssessment and stica considertions where aplcable.

The studentsepart

designs epeataie” method ppropriste o the eseach queston that
Sl for th cllection of sffciet levant st
Justihesthe choie of sampling sateay used

describes th sk ssssment andsthical cnsiderstions wher applcabe.

Repetae,in i o, st fficen et v o h e 1 e 1 et th dts
coecton o s cmieemnt o ity 1 s et sty epeatble e s f st
oy oo i e et el cntrl i sy e
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Results, analysis and conclusion (RAC) (6)

This nterion sseses th extent o whic te studenthas cllcted,recorde, procesed andintepreed
thedotain ways hat v releant o the reseach queston.The patters n the dat re corrctly erpreted
t0resch 3 valld concuion.

o T stucents report doss ot resch  standard descrbe by snyof the descrptors
ghen below

The students epart
construcssome duagras,charts o raphs of auaniate andloc
aualtatie da, bt thre e sgnificantaors o omissions
analyses some of th dtabut here re igicant s andor omisions
statesaconcusionthats ot supported b the dt.

The stucentsepart
constructs cisgrans,charts o graghs o uantatve andorcuabtt da
that e approptate but there aresome omisions
anatyses he data conecly but th anabss s ncomplete
Iterpretssomerends pttrns o reltorsipsinthe dtasothst
conchsson ithsome vy s decuced.

The students epart
constructs dagrans,charts o graph ofall elevans quantathe andloc.
aualtatie daa sppoprtely
analyses hedata corecly nd completly o tht sl eevans s e
eplyed
Iterprets rends,tterns o elatonships nthe data, stht vl
conchusion o the research question s deduced.
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